To be confirmed on 2nd July 2018
NORTH TURTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 4th June 2018 

at the Barlow, Edgworth
Present: Councillor J Catterall (in the Chair)

Councillors D Appleby, P Birch, S Danks, A Dickenson, H Dowle and D Wild
Also present: G. Syddall (Clerk) and twelve members of the public
Prior to the meeting, members of the public were given a fifteen minute opportunity to address the Parish Council. 

One member of the public challenged the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 5th March in relation to the role of the Parish Council in the management of the Barlow charity. 

He felt it was vital that the Parish Council be able to continue to appoint a number of trustees.
Questions he raised prior to the charity’s AGM were not answered. An offer to meet him in private to discuss the issues raised is unacceptable.

There was confusion over the charity scheme in operation, as amendments agreed at the 2016 AGM do not appear on the Charity Commission website.

Another expressed concern that the charity’s independent examiner had issued qualified accounts and highlighted a long outstanding VAT liability. In addition, the draft 2016 accounts submitted to the AGM in April 2017 were altered before being sent to the Charity Commission later in the year.
Another felt that the Parish Council was not being proactive enough.

A fourth member of the public said that whilst matters needed Parish Council involvement, it was not primarily the Parish Council’s role to put things right, but the trustees and volunteers.
Those present were asked whether they would wish to stand as a trustee, but all declined, preferring to sit on working groups looking at proposed changes.
The chairman showed the councillors and public the Charity Commission’s operation guidance OG 39 which is freely available on the Internet, and which explains the role of Custodian Trustees. This document clearly defines the relationship between Custodian Trustees and Managing Trustees, which is one of support. It appears the Parish Council should not interfere in the day to day running of the managing trustees 

The Chairman undertook to contact the chairman of the trustees to ask about the issues raised, to urge that the AGM be reconvened without delay, and that the minutes of the first part of the AGM be made available before the reconvened AGM.
Due to occasional inappropriate language and behaviour on behalf of some members of the public, the 15 minute period was extended to 30 minutes, and there was a delay to the start of the meeting.

7578 Minutes
Resolved: That the minutes of the annual meeting and ordinary meeting held on 14th May 2018 be confirmed as correct records and signed by the Chairman.

7579
Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest.
7580 Accounts
Resolved: That cheques be signed to pay the following accounts:

Zen Internet Ltd 


Broadband service

£    18.37   

Dave Rowley Landscapes

Litter/Lengthsman May
£1380.00
Fieldings Porter


Indemnity Insurance
£  187.00
LALC




New member training
£  189.00

 A Herd



May salary


£  357.50

G Syddall 



May salary


£  875.45

7581 Annual Accounts and Annual Governance Statement 2017-18

Resolved: That the annual governance statement and annual accounts for 
2017-18 be approved.

7582 Planning Applications

Resolved: That the Parish Council submit comments (as below) on planning applications 10/18/0179, 10/18/0183, 10/18/0403 and 10/18/0462.
7583 Information Board for Edgworth Crossroads
An image of how the proposed board might look was presented.

Resolved: That the Chairman, together with Councillors Danks, Dickenson and Dowle, meet with the designer to finalise the layout and content.
7584 Anti-Fraud Policy
A draft policy was circulated.
Resolved: That approval in principle be given to the policy, but that a shortened version be produced, to include reference to the Bribery Act.

Cllr Appleby offered to help with editing after the Chairman had a chance to reconsider its content re the 2010 Bribery Act 

7585 Local Transport Provision
The Parish Council recognises the problems caused by a lack of public transport to an ageing population. However, it is difficult to operate a profitable service based on low useage. The issue will be highlighted again when the next Parish Plan is produced. 
7586 School Admissions Process

It was noted that the District Councillors intend to organise a public meeting to include Jake Berry, MP and BwD’s Education Officer.
7587 Playground Equipment
Councillor Jean Rigby had confirmed that all playground equipment in the parish was thought to belongs to Blackburn with Darwen Council, as it had been bought with section 106 funding.
Resolved: That BwD be requested to provide a copy of their equipment check sheets.
7588 Correspondence 

Correspondence received since the last meeting was made available for inspection and noted.
7589 Update on the Barlow
The Chairman of the trustees was unable to attend the meeting but had provided a copy of his report to the recent charity AGM.

The Parish Council regretted his absence and felt that the report did not satisfy the questions they had.

It was suggested that a special meeting of the Parish Council be called specifically to discuss the charity issues, unless a resumed AGM was called within the next few weeks.

7590 Use of Social Media

The Chairman explained that all councillors considering using social media should treat it with caution. The Parish Clerk should be included in all emails and the Chairman consulted when councillors are considering contacting the public.

No email sent from one councillor to another should be passed into the public  domain without consent; if in doubt consult the Chairman or Parish Clerk 

Items for future meetings:
Community orchard
Comments on Planning Applications received by 30th June 2018

10/18/0179
Single storey rear extension at 5 School View, Edgworth


The Parish Council has no objections to this proposed development
10/18/0183
Outline application (all matters reserved except access) for the 

redevelopment of a brownfield site to create five detached 


dwellings at Wayoh Barn, Blackburn Road, 
Edgworth


The Parish Council objects to this proposed development, on the 


grounds that it is an over development of the site, and the access is 

unsuitable for the additional vehicular activity which will be generated, 

being situated at the top of a steep hill, close to a blind bend.
10/18/0403
Variation of condition 4 of 10/17/0695 to omit a brick pier to the 

front elevation of an extension to Turton & Edgworth Primary 


School


The Parish Council has no objections to this proposed development
10/18/0462
Single storey side extension at 11 Heatherfield, Edgworth


The Parish Council has no objections to this proposed development
Noted: That the next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Monday, 2nd July 2018 at 7.30pm. The public and press are invited to attend and to listen.
Signed - Chairman
The meeting closed at 9.20pm
